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HE following Diſcourſe was 


drawn up, for the ſervice of 


thoſe in the Author's pariſh who were 
going to be preſented to the Biſhop for 
Confirmation ; and was preached on 
the Sunday immediately preceding that 
ceremony. But the whole defign of 
it, being to explain the nature and in- 
culcate the uſe of that Office in our 
church, it has been thought that its 
end would be more fully anſwered, by 
throwing off ſome copies, which may 
be given to the Candidates on future 
_ occaſions, that they may have it to 
read and confider at their leiſure. That 
it may induce them to reflect upon the 
Vows they make, and to keep them 
carefully ever afterwards, is the fincere 
deſire and fervent prayer of 


The AUTHOR: 
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DISCOURSE, G. 


1 Cos. xiv. 26. Let ai things be dene © 


to edifying. 


Y deſign now is, to perform 
the promiſe made to thoſe who 
have offered themſelves. for 
Confirmation, of giving them: ſome ge- 
neral account of the nature of that Of- 
fice : for, though it has been explained 


to each of them in as familiar a manner 


as we were able, when they were ſepa- 
rately with us in private (and there was, 
great reaſon to hope that they under- 
ſtood what was then ſaid to them, and 
were deſirous of reaping all the benefi1 
they could by it) yet being willing that 
nothing ſhould be wanting on our part, 
have propoſed to go. over it again im 
this more public manner; as well ro 
recall to heir memories, and impreſs; 
more deeply, what inſtructions were: 
then given them, as to remind. us al{! 
of the Vows. and Promiſes we have made: 

| at 


Al,, 
at our Confirmation, and of the Obliga- 
tions which Chriſtianity lays upon us all. 


I hope therefore, that all thoſe who® 
intend to be confirmed an day 
* next, have taken care to be preſent (in- 
deed I ſee that many of them are ſo) 

and that they will particularly attend to 
theſe laſt directions I have to give them 
concerning thoſe ſolemn Profeſſions they 

are going to make. 8 

In the firſt place then, I would have 
you all to obſerve, that no. ftreſs is to be 
laid on Cox rIRMArfox, as any ordi- 
nance of Chriſt; but merely as a decent 
and uſeful ceremony, where properly 
performed and carefully attended to. 

As a Ceremony, that in isſelf confers no- 
thing on the perſons confirmed, unleſs 
they take care to render it ſerviceable to 
them afterwards; but, where they do 
take ſuch care, as what may prove of 
the greateſt importance to t eir welfare: 
which a little attention to what ſhall be 
ſaid, I hope, will ſnew you. 


As to the Tyftituticn of this ceremony; 
ſome have derived it from the days of 
wal | the 


La 
* _ - 
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| On — 2 
the Apoſtles; when; after perſons, had 
been del, d the Deacons, the 

Apoſtles — : feem to have laid 

their hands on the new converts at a; con- 

venient opportunity afterwards; whereby 
they received the miraculous influenee 
of the Holy Ghoſt or Holy Spirit of 

God. That this was  /ometimes the caſe 

is pretty certain ; but we cannot: affirm 

it to have been a general practice even in 
thoſe days. And, fince the Apoſtles 
are long — dead, and the miraculous 
powers conferred on them in the infan- 
fancy of Chriſtianity have ceaſed for ſe- 
veral ages; there could be no plea for 
our continuing the Form on that account, 
unleſs they had ordered that it ſnould be 
es by their ſucceſſors, or it could 
be proved 4 8 could be con- 

ferred by it. This rity for it we 

cannot claim: and therefore, Whatever 

may be pretended in the church of ß 

Rome, or however ſome of our own © 
church may have thought to defend it 

from the practice of the Apoſtles; yet 
we muſt confeſs, that, were there no 
better reaſon to juſtify the uſe of confir- 


mation at preſent, we would not ſtand 
forth 1 its enn 
But 
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But fince it has ber thoüg ht proper 
from very early days © nite Children 
into the flock of Chrift, and admit them 


into the covenant of the goſpel by Bap- 


tiſm; at a time indeed when they cer- 
rainly cannot underſtand the conditions 
and obligations of it; yet in order to 


induce their parents to inſtruct them in 


it, and in order to induce them after- 
wards to conſider the evidences of Chrif- 
tianity and undertake the profeſſion of it; 
fo has it almoſt from time immemorial 
alſo been thought proper, that ſuch per- 
ſons as have been ſo admitted in their 
infancy, ſhould take upon themſelves 
publicly the Profeſſron of Chriſtianity as 
ſoon as they come to years of under- 


 Randing : and 2s /uch, this may be a 


very uſeful ceremony ; and may erefore 
ftrongly be recommended to 22 obſer- 


Vance. | | 4 


In the days of Chriſt W and thoſe 


of his Apoſtles, when Chriſtianity was. 
- Fearcely inſtituted, and all perſons had 


been educated either Jews or Heathens, 
none were admitted to the Covenant of 
the Goſpel but ſuch as embraced it from 


convit?ion ; a conviction that Jeſus of 
Nazareth 


On Confirmation. = 


Nazareth was really the Chriſt that had 


been foretold by the prophets; who by 
his obedience was to reſtore all man- 
kind to that immortality which the diſ- 
obedience of their firſt parent had for- 
feited ; and DUCK EL, | 
in the world, which would be the beſt 
means of leading mankind to ſuch be- 
haviour here, as might be productive of 
| happineſs to them in that immortal 
ſtate. On ſuch conviction, and faith. in 
Chriſt, and voluntary embracing of this 


new religion, they were admitted by 


Baptiſm into the conditions of it. And 
as one Condition on their part, was, 
repentance of their ſins paſt; ſo another 
anſwering to it on the part of God was, 
that thoſe ſins paſt ſhould be forgiven 
them; and therefore at their baptiſm 
they ſhould become, or be conſidered 
thenceforward, as regenerated or new 
born babes; being. baptized for the re- 
miſſion of their ſins, and undertaking to 
perform a proper obedience for the time 


* 


tO come. 9 | \ y 818 43 A 

. 7 ' TIL) VC 03 91 4 . 
Now ſuch Conviction it is impoſũble 
that children ſhould have; but from 
actual fins likewiſe they are free: and 


hence, 


anew Religion 
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' hetice; as they need no repentand ce, fo 
neither is there any Nr e for 
- remiſſion, Regeneration t 

new birth, re. hardly be aſcribed" to 


refore, or a 


them any otherwiſe than figuratively. 
They are Juſt born, and certainly inno- 
cent, and can have no ſins to remit; 
and therefore when our church talks of 
their being © regenerated by baptiſm,” 


it can only mean that they are admitted 


thereby into that Covenant or Agree- 
ment, which when perſons enter into it 


at an advanced time of life, and upon 


a late conviction, is a ſeal of their par- 

don and a kind of new birth unto them; 
and ſo to children may figuratively be 
called a new birth unto Chriſt, © a death 


«unto fin and à new birth unto right- 


** eouſneſs,” they being admitted by 
Baptiſm into all the other terms and 
conditions of the Goſpel, though to 
them a previous . be wand 


| Ro and unnecellary.” | 


What thoſe Terms are, 5 olten been 
explained to you, not only in occaſional 
Diſcourſes, - but in that more regular 
method in the evening ſervice, when 


ve ppm endeavoured to lay before you the 


$1911 | ſeveral 


On Confirmation. 115 
ſeyeral parts of our Church Catechiſm. 


However, ſince thoſe are the terms or 


conditions, Which when children are 
grown up to years of underſtanding,” 
they promiſe to take upon themſelves 
and to ratify at their Confirmation, it: will 
be neceſſary to repeat the principal ar- 
ticles of the agreement again now; that 
they may the more fully comprehend the 
nature of the office, and what is expected 
of thoſe who are going to renew en. 
profeſſions of obedience. Ut 


In the Form appointed for Confirma- 
tion (which is in all your Prayer-books, 
and which you know you were deſired 
to read over frequently), you ſee in the 
firſt place there is a Preface directed to be 
read; in which it 1s ſaid, that © to the 
* end that Confirmation may be mini- 
* ſtred to the more edifying of ſuch as 
* ſhall receive it, the Church has thought 
good to order that none © be Confirm- 
ed but ſuch as“ © can anſwer the queſ- 
tions contained in the Catechiſm; to 
the end that, being come to years 
of diſcretion, and having learned 
what was promiſed at their Baptiſm, 
5 they may themſelves with their own 

© conſent 
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. conſent openly before the Church con- 

<: firm the ſame; and promiſe* in their 
- own. perſons, * that they will evermore 
D endeavour faithfully to obſerve it. 


_ 
o * 


This therefore, you may perceive, re- 
quires of us to know, what things were 
promifed;' and in fome ſort vy they 
were promiſed, before we can anſwer 
truly-the queſtion 'that is immediately 
after this preface put to us by the Bi- 
ſhop; whether we are willing to renew 
this promiſe for ourſelves ? 


The promiſes in Baptiſm, 1 have often 
told you, in whatever antient form of 
words they may {till be conceived, can- 
not in reaſon and good ſenſe be ſuppoſed 
to be a promiſe of what the baptized . 
perſon ſhall do ſome years after; which 
is a promiſe in no one's power to make 
for another; but a promiſe that the God- 
fathers and Godmothers will teach the 
Child, or as far as they have opportu- 
nity will ſee © that the Child be taught,” 
as it is expreſſed in our office of bap- 
tiſm, what are the Obligations of Chriſ- 
tianity: and they are made to anſwer at 
that time certain queſtions concerning 


On Confirmation. 13 


them; both to remind themſelves of 
thoſe obligations, and to remind all the 


reſt of the congregation preſent, of what 


was undertaken for them, and what as 
Chriſtians we all are indiſpenſably obliged 


to perform. The Efe#s of Chriſt's coming 


into the world, and his obedince unto 
death, and his redeeming the whole hu- 
man race, and his obtaining pardon forall, 
and his being the Judge of all at the laſt 
day, I hope you underſtand (yet it can 
never be too often repeated or too fully 
inculcated ; theſe Effects) are general, and 
relate to all mankind both before and 
ſince his appearance, and ought not to 


be conſidered as belonging ſolely to the 


baptized. This Redemption 1s common 


to us with the whole human race: and 
as from Adam we all inherit mortality, 


and in conſequence of his Tranſgreſſion 


are all ſubje& to death; fo from Chriſt ' 


wie all inherit immortality, and in con- 


ſequence of his Obedience ſhall be raiſed 


again all of us in due time to a future 
life. | 


The Happineſs likewiſe or unhappineſs 


of each perſon in that future ſtate, de- 


pends not ſolely, nor in any fort directly 
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on their Baptiſm; but on their good 


behaviour, according to the beſt of their. 


knowledge, and thoſe meaſures of light 
and . ſtrength they have enjoyed here. 
The wild uncultivated Indian, who he- 
ver heard of Chriſt, nor ever perhaps 
had any particular declaration of 5 God's 
will made to him, other than what the 
law of every man's conſcience has taught 
him; if he has lived up to the dictates 
of that conſcience, may hope to be hap- 
Py after his death: and while he inhe- 
Tits his mortal nature from Adam and 
his immortality from Chriſt, though he 
never heard of either, will be judged at 
the laſt day by Chriſt ; and will be judged 
in righteouſneſs, according to the op- 
porrunity he has had of knowing God's 
will and the obedience he has paid to it. 
The ſame may be ſaid of the Jew or 
even the Mahometan or the Idolater; 
if he has been in ſuch a ſituation as 


never to have been ſhewn his error, never 


to have heard of Chriſt, or not to have 
had his Offer fairly propoſed to him, it 
can never be expected of him that he 
ſhould renounce his errors or embrace 
the Religion of Chriſt. Yet will this be 
no excuſe to either for rejecting it, or 
| pretending 


** 4 


1 - 


On . Confirmation. - 1. 
pretending to reject it, when it 1s fairly 
offered: and ſtill leſs ſo, for living in 
any religion contrary to the dictates of 

natural reaſon and morality written on 
men's hearts, which is an obligation 

upon all. Each man, in every nation 
under heaven, and every perſuaſion how- 
ever erroneous it may be, as certainly 
as he dies will be raiſed up to a future 
and eternal life; and be judged at the 
laſt day, and be ſentenced to happineſs 
or unhappineſs in that life, according to 
his works here. N 


But beſides theſe general Effects of 
Chriſt's death, and the power thereby 
committed to Him of raiſing all men 
and judging all men, He came to inſtruct 
mankind more fully in the will and de- 
ſign of God, in order to lead them to a 
better obedience and more certain way 
to happineſs. He not only has obtain- 
ed eternal life for all, but has“ brought 
« that life and immortality to light;“ 
giving us an aſſurance of it, and making 
the happineſs in that life. the guide to 
our conduct and great object of our 
hope. This indeed can relate only to 
thoſe to whom it is propoſed: and with 

it 


46 A Dicourſe | 
it is propoſed an offer of Pardon for ſins 
poaſt, on a hearty repentance, and of 
Aſſiſtance to enable us to amend for the 
time to come. This is the New Cove- 
nam eſtabliſned by Chriſt Jeſus: that 
whereas God at ſundry times and in 
«- diverſe manners,” had before “ in 
« times paſt” revealed his will to man; 
and under Abraham, and afterwards un- 
der Moſes, had eſtabliſhed a Covenant 
or agreement with one family, to keep 
up a fuller knowledge of him till the 
times of the Meſſias; declaring that if 
they would obey his laws, they ſhould 
« be his people and He would be their 
« God; b 4. in theſe latter days he has 
| ang to us by his Son,” and offered 
rough. him, to enter into covenant, 
nor with one family alone but with all 
| mankind : a Covenant (that is to ſay an 
Agreement) whereby it is propoſed to all 
men; that if they will attend to the 
terms of it, and with true faith acknow- 
ledge Jeſus to be the Chriſt, the Meſſias, 
the Son of God, the great Prophet or 
Teacher that was to come into the world; 
and in conſequence of that belief, will 
obey thoſe Laws and rules for their beha- 


viour which God gave to n by 
70 im; 
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him; they ſnall inherit the Promiſes that 
were given by him likewiſe. And, as a 
full aſſurance and expectation of ſuch 

promiſes (the 1 of pardon for ſin, 
— new life and eternal happineſs in 
the heavens, to all thoſe who behave 
well here) muſt neceſſarily be the great- 
eſt of incitements to obedience 3 ſo the 
aſſurance that ſuch happineſs is in our 
own choice and our own power to ob- 
tain, muſt be the beſt means of 19 
12 5 to firive for it. | 

Thus is the: Covenant i the Copel, | 
truly a covenant of Grace, that is of Fa- 
 vvur; offered to mankind in order to 
lead them to obedience here, in the way. 
to eternal happineſs hereafter (and for 
aught we know to a greater degree of 
happineſs than we could obtain without 
it): a Covenant, offered freely to all; 
but which no one is compelled to accept! 
a Covenant, propoſed on ſuch eaſy and 
advantageous terms, that no man who 
reflects ſeriouſly upon them can well re: 
ject it; but which yet he is at liberty to 
reject if he pleaſe. His future Being af- 
ter death, and even his immortality, do 
not FRO it ſhould ſeem, depend-at 
| B 3 Alb 
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all upon his acceptance of this offer: 
neither does his happineſs in that future 
and immortal ſtate depend abſolutely, 
though perhaps in a great degree, upon 
it. For, ſetting aſide its being an Offer 
from God, which ought not lightly to 
be rejected; if we conſider it only on 
the foot of human reaſon; ſince a man's 
eternal happineſs does depend upon his 
good behaviour here; and ſince the gra- 
Cious terms of the goſpel covenant are 
the beſt means of leading him to that 
| good behaviour (ſo that were they diffi- 
cult, he ought ſtill gladly to have em- 
braced them); if he rejects thoſe terms, 
| he rejects them to his loſs. Should they 
be propoſed. to him in ſuch a manner, 
or were his capacity and abilities ſuch, 
as that he could not comprehend them ; 
God it is certain will judge him in righ- *Y 
| teouſneſs and equity, and make all ne- 
ceſſary allowances accordingly. But if 
| a man rejects them through indolence, 
| or an unwillingneſs to liſten to them; 
| or becauſe they are a reſtraint upon his 
F unruly paſſions, which it was their in- 
tent and deſign to reſtrain; and ſtill 
more ſo, if he treats thoſe Terms with 
ſcorn and ſtudied contempt, as is the 
way 
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way of ſome who are rather pretended 
than real unbelievers; he rejects them 
not only to his loſs but to his ſorrow, 
-and. unleſs he amends his ways do his 
— . body n rr 77 res e 
J % mn 
0 Theſe are the Terms which We Were 
admitted by Baptiſm ; whereby, though 
— we had no former ſins to 
| waſh away, we were received into the 
Covenant of the Goſpel ; and ſome' ſecurity 
was provided for our being inſtructed in 
that, which is a much ſurer way to 
happineſs, than the being left only to 
the guidance of our natural reaſon, or 
the dictates of our conſciences, or thoſe 
laws which prudence or propriety might 
point out to a thinking man, but from 
which the' violence of unruly paſſions are 
12 too apt generally to turn him afide. 
What it was promiſed at that time that 
we ſhould be zaught, is enumerated in 
our Catechiſm, as conſiſting principally 
of © three things: Firft, that we ſhould 
© renounce the devil and all his works, 
© the pomps and vanities of this wick- 
© ed world, and all the ſinful luſts of the 
* fleſh; Secondly, that we ſhould believe | 


© all the articles of the Chriſtian faith : 
© an 


60 A Difequr/e 
5 and Thirdly; that we ſhould keep God's 


< holy will and commandments, and walk 


in the ſame all the days of our lives: 


That is, in the firſt place, if we have 


been guilty of fin, that we ſhould re- 
pent of it and forſake it; and at all 
times whether (Wwe have already been 
guilty or not, that we ſhould determine 
to renounce, that is to avoid, every ſin 
and every temptation to it; In the ſe- 
cond place, that we ſhould believe and 
heartily: embrace all the revelations God 


has made of his will to. mankind, and 


particularly that laſt which-was delivered 
by Jeſus Chriſt, his Son; And in the 
third place, that we ſhould reſolve and 
promiſe to obey all his Commands; or 
all thoſe Duties which either our own 
natural reaſon and conſcience, or reve- 
lation and the ſcriptures tell us we ought 


ee '* 
Theſe 


Ac Among he things o folemaly miles, 
' ſhould be reckoned an attendance upon. Public 
Worſhip, and that part of it in particular which 
is the peculiar Mark or Badge of Chriſtianity ; 
the receiving of the holy Communion as ſoon as 
may be after Confirmation, and regularly upon 
all — — afterwards. Both of Which Duties 


are ſadly miſtaken: it being very cuſtomary to 


ſuppoſe 
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Theſe then, when we come to years of 


r are what we are called upon to 


renew and take upon ourſelves: at our 
Confirmation. And this is the meaning 
of that queſtion propoſed by the Biſhop; 
Do you here in the preſence of God 
* and of this congregation, renew the 
* ſolemn promiſe and vow that was made 
in your name at your Baptiſm; ratifying 
* and confirming the ſame in your own 
*. perſons, and acknowledging yourſelves 
bound to believe and to do all thoſe 
© things which your Godfathers and God 
© mothers then undertook for you That 
is; Do you engage for yourſelves to 
perform thoſe Duties of Chriſtianity, in 
the which it was promiſed you ſhould 
be inſtructed, in the rope of. wy: 


its promiſes ? 


Hereby you perceive, that the Office 
we call CONFIRMATION muſt be my 


"ro ſe children fit for Confirmation, who are 

oned unfit for the Communion; and very 
common to fancy Confirmation, which is but of 
human appointment, to. be neceſſary; while the 
Communion, which was certainly . by 
Chriſt himſelf, is _ upon as needleſs. 
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an office: or ceremony of human appoint- 
ment; and ſhould be looked upon only 
2 ſuch; (ſince it is a conſequence of In- 
fant-baptiſm, which itſelf is of human 
appointment alſo); and that it is never 
o be repeated more than once. Were 
perſons not baptized till they were ad- 
vanced to riper years, there could be no 
pretence for this ceremony: their repen- 
tance for any fins paſt, and their embrac- 
ing Chriſtianity upon a conviction of its 
divine authority and intrinfic excellence, 
would entitle them to Baptiſm; and - 
Baptiſm, as being the form of admiſſion 
appointed by Chriſt himſelf, would en- 
title them to a remiſſion of their former 
ſins, and we think admit them fully 
into all the privileges of the Goſpel, | 
But ſince the inſtructing of Children from 
their earlieſt infancy in the rules and 
precepts of Chriſtianity, muſt be the 
beſt means of leading them to embrace 
its Terms when they advance in life; 
and fince the calling upon the Parents 
and ſome ſelect Friends of the children, 
to promiſe. that they ſhall be ſo inſtruct- 
ed, is the beſt ſecurity we can have 
againſt its being neglected ; Infants are 
admitted on ſuch ſecurity into the Co- 
venant 
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venant of the Goſpel by Baptiſm; and 
are required and expected as ſoon as they 
arrive at years of maturity, once for all 
he take upon, themſelves the obligations 

it. * 


And ſurely there is great wiſdom, 
and propriety in this I»/titution,, conſider- 
ed in this light. For at that time of life 
when they are called to Confirmation, 
they are uſually juſt entering upon, the 
moſt dangerous of ſeaſons; going ſoon 
to launch out from under their parents“ 
and inſtrufors' eye, into a wide ocean 
full of rocks and ſhoals, a wide world. 
over-run with wickedneſs; beſet on all 
ſides with temptations to ſin, their own 
paſſions kindling daily and inciting them 
from within, evil companions from with- 
out, and the unſuſpicious . giddineſs of 
youth expoſing them to all its allure- 


ments ;---at:ſuch a time as this, to be 


called upon to conſider the importance 
and obligations of Chriſtianity ; to be 
made to apply to their ſpiritual Direc- 
tors for Advice and Inſtruction, when 
advice and inſtruction might be moſt 
uſeful ; while yet innocent, to be indu- 
ced to think on their religious Duties, 
and to reſolve upon the Courſe they ſhall 

run 


f 


* 
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take, when ſome courſe will be to be 
run and muſt be reſolved” upon; and 


then in a ſerious ſolemn aſſembly, in the 


houſe of God, at his holy table, before 
one of the hi gheſt orders of miniſters i in 
his- Church, to declare theſe Reſolutions, 
and renew in their own perſons thoſe 
Vows of obedience to the will of God, 
the keeping of which is ſo eſſential to their 
future happineſs, and which was therefore 
in their Baptiſm promiſed to be taught 
them; — and confirming the ſame, 
© and acknowledging themſelves* by the 
© laws of Chriſtianity bound to believe and 
© to do all thoſe things which were then 
© undertaken for them,” in the hope and 
aſſurance that if they do ſo they ſhall be 
artakers of all the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel; the pardon of their ſins on a 
hearty repentance and amendment- of 
life, the favour and aſſiſtance of God at 
all times, and the certainty of a bleſſed 


immortality in the heavens ;---to be 


called upon to undertake theſe things 
and make theſe profeſſions in ſo ſolemn 
a manner, for ſo good an end ;---no- 
thing ſurely can be better contrived to 
impreſs on their minds the Importance 
of Obedience, and ſtir them up to hearty 


Reſolutions of performing it. If they 
anſwer 


> * FEI 
* _ a 4 


Anſwer the Queſtion” propoſed ta hem, 
in conſiderately or without any putpoſe 


of keeping to what they profeſs; it is u 
ſolemn mockery of God, and a trifling 


with Him who muſt not be trifled with: 
While che anſwering fairly and truly 


and from the bottom of their hearts, 


that they do reſolve and are determined 


to exert their beſt endeavours to keep 
it; we may truſt that ſueh a Nſoldt 


fo taken; will be beſt likely to be re 


membered, and will obtain the bleffi 


of God upon thoſe who thus take it. 
SA rye es + fr 1720 ir et ede in 


Fueet that nothing may be wanting to 
render it moſt beneficial to them; after 
this Declaration of theirs, the Prayers of 


the congregation are added, to beg this 
bleſſing of God upon them. Firſt in a 
general addreſs to the Almighty, offered 


in the name of the whole congregation, to 
deſire that He would © ſtrengthen then“ 


in it: Next in a 8 one, ſaid by 
the Biſhop over the head of each, then 
kneeling in order before the Lord's table, 
that God would defend them with his 
© heavenly favour that they may con- 
© tinue his ſervants for ever, and daily 
© encreaſe in his Holy Spirit more and 

C © more 


-— 


3 


„ Ae. 
A they come to his everlaſt- 
ing kingdom; the Biſhop layin yrs 
hand ſeverally on the head of each, 
| nounces theſe words, to ru ta a 
| particular blefling may be poured down 
upon each; and that each at the time 
— . — beg ſuch a bleſſing for himſelf; 
| 1 ſilently and in his own heart 
confirm and renew between himſelf. and 
dais God, thoſe Vows of Obedience which 
be has juſt made public. After this, the 
Biſhop and Congregation Join together 
in the Lord's prayer; and next in ano- 
ther prayer for the newly- confirmed; 
that God, who alone can enable us 
both to will and to do, would let 
his fatherly hand ever be over them,” 
122 would ! lead them”, and keep them 
in the knowledge and to 
© his' commands, that in the end they 
© may obtain everlaſting life; by which 
in theſe words certainly is meant eyer- 
laſting happineſs hereafter. Then, after 
one of the uſual collects in the commu- 


nion ſervice, that ſet is diſmiſſed with'a 
ſolemn bleſſing. 2 | 


: 


This is the Office of Lamont 
which as was fad, at firſt, you now ſee 
is 


* 
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is a decent and uſeful eeretdony where 
properly performed and carefully attend- _ 
ed to: but is 10 ordinance of Chris, nor 
confers am at al on the perſons 

18 — j unleſs they render it ſervice- 

able to them, by conſidering” the Vews 
they make in it, and remembering: thoſe _ 
Vows ever afterwards. As to the Biſhop's 
laying bis hand on their heads; it would 
be ſuperſtition indeed to ſuppoſe: bat 
could be of any efficacy in #felf : it being 
only a ceremony in antient times in 
ſpiritual matters, and continued in later 
ones, expreſſing good will and good 
| wiſhes from a ſuperior to an inferior; a 
giving © the right hand of fellowſhip” 
does among equals, or as bowing the 
head or kiſſing the hand does from the 

„. inferior to the ſuperior in civil inter- 
courſe. - Neither of theſe: uſages ought 
to be thought to confer any virtue, nor | 
to imply any improper adulation,though | | 
ſome of them be received on the Ks | 
but to be mere human Ceremonies, as 
marks of reſpe& on the one hand or of 
kindneſs on the other; and in all, as 
tokens of mutual regard and affection, \ 
added only to the words ſometimes: pro- 
nounced on the occaſion, to teſtify more 
Ca em- 


= 
— 


1 _ * " , 


eien MY "El ſuch, 

is chis laying on of the hand at Confir- 

mation: which, however it may have 
been held in ſuperſtitious veneration, is 

really. but 4 Ceremam; and confers no, 
mote, than the Bleſſing pronounced by 

the Biſhop at the cloſe of that ſervice, or 
hy vs at due end of our daily mĩaiſtra- 

tion among you: they being all of them, 

only Prayers to God, that He would 

bleſs you and keep you in the know- 

ledge: of him and an; obedience to his 
commands, and in the end would re- 

ward you in his everlaſting kingdom. 

This, 1 you endeavour to love and to 

ſerve him, you may aſſure yourſelves he 

will do; and will not do the leſs for 

your ſhewing an inchnation to comply 

with a reaſonable ſervice, or, for the . 
prayers and good wiſhes of his Miniſ- 

ters for you: But if by wilful ſin or 

groſs negligence * you drive away this 

© bleſſing of God from you, it muſt not 

be cage ged. as ſays à late Prelate on 

this: occaſion, that your Baptiſm or 

* your: Confirmation or the prayers of 

the Biſhop, or of the Church or of the 

% Pe” works ſhould 2 me any ſer- 

vice.“ * 

1115 | Thus 


Thus have. we now gone through tiris 
ce of. CONFIRMATION, and endea- 
voured o recall to the memory. of 
thoſe young Fer who are going 
to be confirmec was 
each, of them before, in private: and, 
though it has neceſſarily detained us 
ſomewhat longer than is uſual, I muſt 
yet add a few. words. more of Regueſ# to 
each ;--- That, they will take care to have 
their prayer books with them, and to be 
- attentive. to the whole, ſervice; not to 
preſs forward, fo as to diſturb thoſe who 
are called up, or who go. up to the table 
| before them, but to wait in ſilence. till 
Be turn comes, and then to go up in 

u 


ch an orderly manner as ſhall witneſs _ 


that they are ſenſible of what they are 
about. And I © charge you all' (accor- 


ding to the orders received from the 
\ Biſhop), © that you behave with decency | 


during the whole time that you are in 


* the church, and make all the proper 
© anſwers. in the form of confirmation, 


and do not depart from the ſpace: be- 
© fore the rails of the communion table 
till that ſet or number with whom you 
© are confirmed ſhall be diſmiſſed with 
* the bleſſing.“ This indeed, if you 
conlider what you are doing, and are 


„what was delivered, to 


of 


On CH. 27 


| Ordinances he will never forſake you at 


8 


of & fit to be confirmed, 
you wall yo". wg take care of: iy - 
| - think you underſtand it, and therefore 

have anſwered for you. Let us hope 
that you will do it in good earneſt; and 
let us henceforward fee chat _ keep 
che promiſes you make. 


$4 54 


' + You are of age to Wie what is right 
55 what 1 is wrong, You now are inno- 
cent: you know beſt; but I hope at 
yo our 25 time of life I may ſay you are 
nnocent # wilful fin.” For the Lord's 
fake keep that innocence undefiled. And 
be aſſured, that if you do ſo, God will 
be always with you, to protect you from 
all harm and to direct your otherwiſe 
wandering ſteps; that to him you may 
always have. recourſe as a boſom friend 
and < caſt all your care upon him,” as 
well knowing that © he careth for you:“ 
that if you neglect him, he will ſpie out 
all your ways and all your inmoſt 
thoughts, and will recompenſe you ac- 
cording to your deſerving: but if you 
ſerve Him with all your heart, in honeſ- 
ty and ly fincerity, and are regular 
iQ wee on his Worſhip and ks 


any 
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any time, and © all things ſhall work 
te together for your good.” Believe me, 


— 


the Aſſurance of having this protection 


is in your own power, and will be your  _ | 


beſt comfort all your days : your ſafeſt 


and moſt ſure guide in proſperity : your 4 


only ſupport in adverſity, when ſickneſs 
or diſtreſs of any kind or old age or 
death approach ; and will lead you moſt 


happily through the waves of this 


troubleſome and uncertain world, to that 
certain and everlaſting bliſs, which 1s 
prepared for all thoſe in every ſtation 
who love and ſerve God. Which that 


| You may always bear in mind, as the | 


ſureſt means of conductiug you thither, 
may Gop of his mercy grant through 
Jzes8vs CnRISH our Saviour; whoſe obe- 
dience unto death has obtained zTERNAL 
LIFE for all men; and the precepts of 
whoſe moſt holy religion thus delivered 
to us by Him from heaven were given to 
prepare us for and conduct us to ETER- 
NAL Biss. 
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